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Objective

———

To ascertain congruence of parents (abuser and

survivor’s) perception of children’s withessing of

violence in the home In relation to their children
experiences of it

————




9 families comprising those who use violence (abuser)
those who experience violence (survivors)

those who witness violence (children)

All clients of a specialized service for family and interpersonal violence
- 6 mandatory clients
- 3 voluntary
Age
Age range of children : 8 -12 years
Average age of survivors : 40 years

Average age of abuser . 45 years

Types of Families

Remarried families: 1
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1. Witnessing comprises,
Direct observation
Overhearing

Aftermath

2. Not much congruence between child’s actual reported
experience and parents understanding of their experiences

3. Survivors — slightly more sensitised to children’s issues
(Assumption by parents that children know much less than the
actually do

4. Abusers seemed most unaware or tended to minimise




4. Parentified behaviour

5. Extreme emotions experienced by children — no outlet. No
communication about impact of violence on children. Adults tend to
triangulate children

6. Powerlessness in home manifested in
Cutting behaviour

Bullying behaviour

7. Children intervene and are caught in the crossfires — parents




1. Holistic intervention with FAMILIES living with violence

2. Focus on congruence of families understanding of the issues

Limitations of the study

1. Pilot

2. Small sample

3. Findings cannot be generalised at this stage




